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Florida Rights Restoration Coalition (FRRC) Issues Statement on
Voter Fraud Arrests Announcement by Governor DeSantis

In recent weeks, numerous returning citizens in the state have been charged
or arrested after being registered to vote by their local supervisor of
elections.

FRRC led Amendment 4, the constitutional amendment campaign that
restored voting rights for 1.4 million people with felony convictions in Florida
in 2018.

“Amendment 4 is very clear on who is eligible and who is not eligible to vote.
When someone registers to vote, it is the responsibility of the state to
determine an individual’s eligibility prior to issuing a voter identification card.

Unfortunately, that is not how the process currently works for people
impacted by Amendment 4. That’s why we hope the state starts to invest as
much energy, if not more, on the front end of the election process as the
back end of the process. That means fixing the system to prevent situations
like this and spending tax dollars to investigate and prosecute Florida
citizens. It is less costly and easier to prevent these situations from
happening in the first place.
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Currently, the state has no statewide database or one-stop system in place
to give returning citizens assurances about their voting eligibility and/or flag
those who attempt to register to vote by a genuine mistake before penalties
are handed down. Until there is a system in place to assure voter eligibility,
we will continue to work with state leaders to improve the system. We
believe that anyone who wants to participate in democracy and genuinely
believes that they are eligible should not be punished because of the state’s
confusing voter system. If Floridians can not rely on the government to
verify their eligibility, who can they rely on?”

Desmond Meade, Executive Director, FRRC

Neil Volz, Deputy Director, FRRC

About the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition

FRRC is a grassroots, membership organization run primarily by Returning
Citizens (Formerly Convicted Persons) who are dedicated to ending the
disenfranchisement and discrimination against people with convictions by
creating a more comprehensive and humane reentry system that will
enhance successful reentry, reduce recidivism, and increase public safety.
For more information, visit https://floridarrc.com/.

For interview requests or to talk with a local FRRC member contact Kinyatta
Wright at kinyatta@floridarrc.org, or at the phone number, 407-664-6451.
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